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Many skills that mimic “real life” are involved for 

a group of children to make up a game. Rules must be made 

and followed. They learn to compromise and get along with 

others. Leaders emerge. They learn to deal with disappoint-

ment when things don’t go their way. Through play, chil-

dren try out a variety of different roles, building creativity 

and confidence in a safe environment. In my adult life, I 

have never been told that one of my ideas was “just too 

creative.” As young people enter their careers, bosses thrive 

on those who can come up with new solutions to problems. 

Are we handicapping our children by snuffing out what 

comes most naturally at an early age? 

“Surely my children get enough play,” thinks 

every reader. “How else would they spend the majority of 

their time during their after school/weekend/summer 

hours?” The question remains – what kind of play are they 

involved in? The kind of play I see children lacking is ac-

tive, involved play, rather than passive entertainment. It is 

easier to remain focused on an activity for an extended pe-

riod of time as more senses are involved. Take reading, for 

example. Only sight is involved (and a little imagination!). 

Watching television involves two senses, sight and sound. 

Video games involve sight, sound and touch. Video games 

beat television, which, in turn, beats reading. It’s no wonder 

that an empty glass of “lemonade” isn’t very interesting to 

these kids! As passive entertainment becomes more and 

more realistic, it becomes harder for our own imagination to 

prevail. 

As we enter the summer months, we must remember— we 

have plenty of time to squelch the imagination out of our 

children. They are young yet. For now, let them play. 

 by Wendy Rabosky, WCLC preschool teacher 

After some serious coaxing and a lot of enthusi-

asm on my part, I’d finally gotten fifteen preschoolers to 

work in groups of three to turn large pieces of butcher pa-

per into five lemonade stands with the help of crayons, 

markers, and the liberal usage of duct tape. My favorite had 

the mirror image of “lemonade” written on it, in an effort 

to duplicate the sample I had provided. I quickly trans-

formed myself from a teacher into a thirsty motorist as I 

donned clothes from the dress-up area and zoomed around 

the preschool on a scooter, making vrooming noises and 

bargaining with the kids for the cheapest glass of lemon-

ade. Shrieks of laughter prevailed as I exchanged fake 

money for refreshing glasses of lemonade and made gur-

gling noises as I chugged it down. Then the inevitable hap-

pened. One four-year-old looked at me earnestly and said 

“But, Miss Rabosky, that glass doesn’t even have anything 

in it!” I looked down at the empty glass and suddenly I was 

a silly woman wearing a construction hat and riding a 

scooter indoors. Something was wrong. I quickly thought 

back to my abnormal psychology class in college. Was this 

some sort of delusional disorder? Early onset of schizo-

phrenia? Was there something wrong with me? Or… Was 

there something wrong with him? 

I’ve come to peace with the belief that this inci-

dent is not a result of my overactive imagination, but a re-

sult of this child’s underactive imagination. Parents have 

so many things to worry about. Is my child overweight, 

underweight, academically on-target? Is he making friends, 

respectful to adults, getting enough sleep? The list goes on 

so long that we often forget about the simple, yet important 

things. Like play. 
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